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NUPTIAL MYSTERY 
(MORE) 

We are bought at a great price 

Through human reason alone, man can know that God exists and certain 
attributes of God. However, whenever we talk about God we always do 
so in reference to created reality. Our language is limited. Every 

creature has a finite perfectness to it. These things point to God’s infinite 
goodness. God is not the highest creature or the highest being. He is Being 
itself. We must purify our language and get rid of everything which is limited or 
imperfect. Our human words always fall short of the mystery of God. We are 
finite while he is infinite. 

Even though our language is limited, this doesn’t mean we cannot come to 
know him. Analogical language is used when talking about God. We talk using 
analogies using our experiences and created reality. When using analogies 
about God we have to remember that the dissimilarity is greater than the 
similarity. This is key in understanding the nuptial texts of Scripture. The 
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similitude tells us something about God. This truth allows us to know God, but 
not completely. 

When speaking about God we use gendered language. Man is created in God’s 
image but in no way is God in man’s image. God is pure spirit. The prophets 
talk about God as husband, father, and bridegroom. It is important to 
remember that God is pure spirit when talking about the nuptial imagery and 
relationship.  

Even though we use the masculine language when talking about God, God is 
neither man nor woman. No one is father as God is Father. When the Church 
says God is father she doesn’t mean God is like a father. He actually is father 
from all eternity and fathers are like him. God is the perfection of fatherhood. 
All the finite perfections of fatherhood and motherhood have God as their 
source.  

The central mystery of the Christian Faith is the mystery of the Most Holy 
Trinity. The nuptial mystery may be tied in certain ways with the mystery of the 
Trinity and the Blessed Virgin Mary. A couple of distinctions need to be 

understood. 1. God is neither man nor woman. He 
transcends the sexes of created reality. 2. The Holy 
Spirit is not feminine. God created the human forms of 
physical gender and sexuality to be created reflections 
of the purely immaterial relations unique to each 
member of the Trinity. God is pure spirit; therefore he 
has neither sex nor gender. 

The relationship between the Spirit of God and Lady 
Wisdom 

In the Old Testament the Spirit of God is described with 
a feminine noun. In Proverbs 8, Lady Wisdom is 
described as being almost personified with God from 
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the very beginning and through whom God makes all that is in the world.  

In Wisdom of Solomon we hear more of the wisdom of God, and this is an 
instant in which we see the use of the term holy Spirit. Sirach 24 also speaks of 
Lady Wisdom. Lady Wisdom is described as coming forth from the throne of 
God and being preexistent before all creatures and is sent to dwell in the 
tabernacle on earth. From there she calls the Israelites to receive from her 
fruits. Benedict XVI says that in the created world there is a mystery of 
femininity.  

The Spirit of God is connected to Eve herself. Always remember that God is not 
in man’s image. The good things that we associate with man and woman find 
their origin and standard in God himself. With the Church Fathers and 
tradition the creation of Eve being created from Adam’s side is seen as the 
procession of the Holy Spirit from the Father and Son. The Father and the Son 
have taken from their side the Holy Spirit. In the order of creation there is an 
image of the processions of the Holy Spirit from the Father and the Son in the 
creation of Eve from Adam’s side.  

The family becomes a kind of living icon of the life and love of the Trinity. 
Seeing the human family this way is profound.  

The Church makes visible the action, the glory, beauty of the Holy Spirit 
because she is the place where the Holy Spirit pours himself out onto the world. 
The way God manifests himself is through self-emptying.  

- Fr. Butler
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